
In this typography assignment, I created a spread for 
assigned featured designer Massimo Vignelli. The 
goals were to simultaneously describe and reflect 
their style, showcase their most characteristic pieces, 
and describe their methods.

Feature Designer

NYC Metro Map
In 1972, this Italian designer was best 
known for redesigning the beautifully 
functional metro map for New York City.  
VisualComplexity.com describes it as, 
“…a marvellous conceptual map.”

Modernist
Using the grid system 
and Swiss International 
Typographic Style, 
Vignelli organized his 
work to make it clear 
and visually accessible.

Function
Legibility and 
readability take 
priority in his 
designs.

Form
When form follows function, 
a purposeful function takes 
priority.  

Furniture

Grid
To keep his work organized 
and provide structure, he 
uses a grid to guide the 
placement of elements.

Architecture
In Milan, in 1960, with his wife Lella 
Vignelli, he established the Vignelli 

also engaged 
in designing 
furniture 
that was 
functional, 
beautiful, and 
modern.

Graphics
“The life of a 
designer is a 

the ugliness.”

Absolutist

Typefaces
Helvetica 
Futura 
Garamond 
Century 
Bodoni 
Times Roman

He believes in strict 
adhesion to his rules.

SW
Sample Works

GP
Guiding Principles

SP
Scope of Practise

Unimark
In 1965, he moved from Milan to New York 
City where he worked with his wife, Lella 
Valle, in Unimark, an international design 
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If you can design one thing, 
you can design everything.
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